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United in Faith,  
our mission is to grow in 
Christ and serve others. 

Faith Findings 
August 2022 

 Sunday, July 31 ~ 5:00 pm—7:30 pm VBS 

 Monday, August 1 ~ 5:00 pm—7:30 pm VBS 

 Tuesday, August 2 ~ 5:00 pm—7:30 pm VBS 

 Wednesday, August 3 ~ 5:00 pm—7:30 pm VBS - starting out at the City Park 

 5:30 pm Come to the Water 

 Thursday, August 4 ~ 5:00 pm—7:30 pm VBS 

 Friday, August 5 ~ 10:00 am Prayer Shawl  

 Sunday, August 7 ~ 9:30 am Worship  

 10:30 am Coffee Fellowship  

 Monday, August 8 ~ 6:30 pm WOW @ Sandy Nies’ 

 Wednesday, August 10 ~ 10:00 am Connect Team 

 5:30 pm Come to the Water ON THE WATER 

 Thursday, August 11 ~ 10:00 am Caring Ministry Meeting 

 Saturday, August 13 ~  9:00 am—12:00 pm Women’s Retreat - “Be Transformed” 

 Sunday, August 14 ~ 9:30 am Worship  

 10:30 am Coffee Fellowship  

 Tuesday, August 16 ~ 5:00 pm Prayer Team Meeting 

 6:00 pm Worship Ministry Meeting 
 7:00 pm Church Council Meeting 

 Wednesday, August 17 ~ 5:30 pm Come to the Water 

 Friday, August 19 ~ 10:00 am Prayer Shawl  

  Newsletter Articles Due in Office   

 Sunday, August 21 ~ 9:30 am Worship  

 10:30 am Coffee Fellowship 

 Tuesday, August 23 ~ 6:00 pm Taco Tuesday Theology on Tap @ Mugg’s 

 Wednesday, August 24 ~  Newsletter Sent Out 

 Sunday, August 28 ~ 9:30 am Worship  

 10:30 am Coffee Fellowship 
 



2 

The Good Life 

Grace, peace, and mercy be unto you from Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord! 

It is so good to be with you all here at Faith Lutheran in Isle! So far, I am loving being your pastor. 
While I know this congregation is not without its issues, this is a healthy congregation. I love how 
active this congregation is and how open and willing you are to experiment with new ideas. 
Churches that are open to experimenting and sometimes willing to fail so they can succeed are 
churches that will live long into the future.  I also love that people are at the church during the 
week. There isn’t a day that I am in the office where I do not see people stopping by to check on 
something, pick something up, or just chat. Being a pastor can often be a lonely position during 
the week, but that’s not the case so far at Faith. Please feel free to stop by and chat!  

Enough with the mushy stuff and on to the good stuff… We are in a season of the lectionary  right 
now in which we are being called or convicted to look at our lives; how we choose to live, spend 
our time, and our money. To sum it up, in this stretch of the lectionary, we are learning and being 
asked if we are ready to live the good life? 

This stretch started with Jesus sending out the 72. Through this story, we thought about what it 
means to give peace to others. Peace – that feeling of home and belonging – I compared it to that 
warm fuzzy feeling some of us have had on holidays when the family is all together. Personally,   
it is a feeling that I get sitting on the Third base line at Target Field watching the Twins with  
thousands of other people, the city skyline in the background. It is a place that lets me let out a 
breath of relief, feeling at peace. How do we let the church be that place? A place where people 
who are heavily burdened can come, sit and get a moment of relief. Many of you may get this 
sense of peace and belonging when we gather, but how do we make sure that we share in that 
with others too. And remember all of us can be wolves just as we are all lambs, but we need to   
be self-aware and remember that when we have been a wolf to someone, we need to repent and 
make it right.  

We then would have heard the story of the Good Samaritan the week we were in the park. Jesus 
was challenged by a scribe asking him what the greatest commandment is. Jesus replied, “You 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength 
and with all your mind and your neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27). The scribe asked Jesus,    
who is our neighbor. Jesus’ response was to tell the parable of the good Samaritan. Our neighbor 
is whoever is all those around us, especially those in need. In this text, we learn that the most   
important aspect of our faith is to Love, to love God, to love others, and to love ourselves. LOVE… 
Take a minute and go read 1ST Corinthians 13 and then come back to continue reading…  

 

 

  (Continued on page 3) 

A Word from Your Pastor 
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(Continued from page 2) 

 

The story of Mary and Martha was our next lesson. We were challenged to think about what is 
most important, all of the things we think we should be doing or spending time and being pre-
sent with those around us? Jesus was on his way to Jerusalem to be ransomed for our sin. Martha 
was busy trying to be the hostess with the mostess thinking that she would have plenty of time 
to spend with Jesus once the work was done and on future visits. This would be Jesus’ last visit, 
though. Jesus knew this, but Mary and Martha did not. We do not know when something will be 
our last. So, it is essential to be present and spend the time while we have it.  

This coming Sunday, we will hear the Parable of the Rich Fool. In this parable, we will hear  
about a farmer blessed with an excellent crop; such a good crop that his barns were filled, and  
he did not have enough room to store his whole harvest. He decided that he was going to tear 
down his barns and build bigger ones. The night that his new, bigger barns were finished and 
filled, he said to himself, “Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink,   
be merry” (Luke 12:19). Unfortunately, that very night the man’s life was demanded of him,    
and he passed away. Jesus prefaced this parable with, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 
kinds of greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions” (Luke 12:15).   
You see, church, this man had every chance to eat, drink, and be merry, to live the good life, 
while he was alive. He was provided with more than enough, but he instead built bigger barns. 
He worked more now to work less later, but later never came for him. In this parable, we are   
being reminded that our earthly treasures mean nothing in the end. What does mean something 
is how you choose to live your life, how you choose to love God, to love your neighbors and  
yourself, and how you choose to be present and take time for those around you. What matters   
is not how much we have but how many people we have impacted throughout our relationships. 
If we genuinely want to live the good life, we must make sure that we live the gift of life while we 
have it. There is always tomorrow until tomorrow doesn’t come.  

So, church, how are you living your personal life? Are you living for tomorrow, or are you living  
in the moment? Are you taking time to be with those you love and to care for others and your-
self? Are we as a church living in a way in which what we do, our boards, our fundraisers, our           
programs, our service projects, our mission, our worship, and all aspects of Faith Lutheran are 
creating an atmosphere in which we can love God, others, and ourselves? Are we creating space 
for people to feel the peace of Christ, build relationships with one another, and live the good life? 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Josh 
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Faith Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

July 19, 2022 

 
Council members present: Rose Marie Nutt, Sue Temte, Nancy Hendry, Mark Menke, Craig 
Lemieux, Derek Karels, Doug Halvorson, Pr Josh Blair and Diane Gibas.  
Council members absent: Shari Strecker and Maggie Rens. 
  
The meeting was called to order at 7:08 p.m. by President Mark Menke.  
 
Sue Temte gave devotions.  
 
The agenda was approved unanimously with modifications in a motion by Craig Lemieux, seconded 
by Rose Marie Nutt. 
 
As an informational point, the minutes from the congregational meeting when we voted to hire Pr. 
Josh will be looked at by council, but they will need to be approved at the annual meeting in Septem-
ber.  
 
The secretary’s report was approved with corrections after a motion by Nancy Hendry, seconded by 
Sue Temte.  
 
The treasurer’s report was received. Pr. Josh raised a question of the cost in the computer line. After 
some discussion, it was advised we table approval until we can get our question answered. Rose 
Marie made the motion to table approval, seconded by Sue. The motion passed and we will wait un-
til next month to look at the June treasurer’s report once again, but overall our finances look to be 
healthy.  
 
Under Announcements and Information, proper protocol was discussed for how meetings are held. 
 
In Pastor Josh’s report he said there was a lot going on in the church. He is happy to see the facility 
used and people coming into the church building on a regular basis. He also stated that council 
minutes need to be kept forever, after searching for some old minutes. Some of our minutes have 
been destroyed. Pastor is making calls on people, and they have been receptive to him. He is work-
ing with the prayer team regarding some visits. He has rented a home in Onamia where he will be 
moving in August. The home has been remodeled and is a good fit for him.  
 
Old business:  
1) Mark is still looking for white boards.  
2) Mark did some research for new stoves in the kitchen. He received an estimate of $839 per stove. 
A double oven was discussed, but he was unable to find one with two ovens. He raised the ques-
tions whether or not we want a double oven, and should he keep looking or go with what he 
found?  He will check a couple more places and bring it back next month. 
3) The Isle Days Chapel in the park was well attended. It was stated that is was nice to worship with 
other local churches, and a lot of people from Faith were there.  
4) The RURAL Music festival is moving forward. Faith has dedicated support for the Christian music 
festival. On Sunday July 17 a special offering of $470 was received to be donated to the festival. 
They are looking for volunteers to help with the festival. Organizers are looking for 200 volunteers for 
various duties and shifts. Pastor still has beach balls from the Isle Days parade which will be given 
out at the festival.  
5) The youth room will be painted as soon as the youth pick out the colors. 
6) Annual reports have to be in to Kristi by Aug. 11 for the annual meeting on Sept. 25. Council will 
review the information at the Aug. 16 meeting. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Come to the Water 
ON THE WATER 

 

August 10, 2022, 5:30 pm 
A bagged meal will be provided. 

 

Meet at 5:00 pm at McQuoid’s to ride the launch or  
if using your own boat,  

meet us at the point by the beach at Father Hennepin. 

 
(Continued from page 4) 

 
New business: 
1) The committees are looking at possibly combining some committees and changing names to be 
more clear on what the committee does. Specifically, the Child Youth and Family Committees. Nan-
cy made the motion that, “We would support families in their desire to change to a children, youth 
and family team.” Doug seconded the motion, it passed unanimously.  
2) A bounce house was suggested for kids to play in. We should be OK from a liability standpoint. It 
will cost $2,605.90. Doug made the motion to purchase a bounce house with funds from the general 
fund, seconded by Rose Marie. The motion passed. 
3) We need an electrician to work on the lights throughout the building. Discussion took place on 
looking at changing to LED and rebates that may be offered. The situation will be looked into. 
4) Two people are needed to be on the personnel committee. Presently Sue Temte, Pr. Josh and 
Mark Menke are on the committee. We need two people who are not council members. Names will 
be brought to the next meeting.  
5) The church received a bid to upgrade the audio/visual equipment. The upgrade is needed to recti-
fy problems because of the original purchase. A bid was received of $6,453.59 from Stewart Sound 
Systems LLC. Craig made the motion to move forward with the upgrade, with a second by Rose Ma-
rie. The motion passed. 
6) We are looking for someone to update our website. The hours of the church need to be updated. 
Council discussed going back to pre-Covid hours of three days a week. The executive staff will work 
out the new hours at their meeting. Nancy moved to have in office hours of 18 to 20 hours a week 
Doug seconded the motion, and it passed. 
 

Committee reports: 
Worship and music will hold their planning meeting for the year on Aug. 11.  
Connect committee will meet next week. 
Children’s education is getting ready for vacation Bible school.  

Building and property has a good bunch signed up to mow the lawn. 

Finance will work on getting a draft of next year’s budget. 

Pastor Josh will lead devotions next month on Aug. 16.  

 

Rose Marie made the motion to adjourn, Doug seconded the motion. Meeting was adjourned.  
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Dear Heavenly Father,  help us to be aware of your goodness and generosity 

that you extend to us each and every day.  We fail to 
see your goodness and blessings even in the trage-
dies of this world.  Open our eyes to see you in the 
people we meet; open our ears to hear the cries of 
the lonely, the poor, the sick; and open our hearts to 
give, and serve, and share your love with them.  Whatever harm happens in 
this world, is because of what we have done to ourselves and to others.  
Forgive us for our negligence and help us to model your goodness by being 
generous and kind in how we care for and treat all your creation. 

• We will always have the poor among us.  Today more than ever, we have people who are struggling 
to make ends meet and people who are in need of food on a daily basis.  Show us ways in which we 
can reach out and help them. 

• Be with all our first responders as they serve our community.  Help us support our police/community 
partnerships  by coming together on August 2nd for our National night out in the Isle Park. 

• Surround the grieving with your healing love and heal the sick and hurting among us.   We life up all 
who are on our prayer network.  In their pain and sorrow, wipe away their tears and give them hope.   

• Inspire the women in this congregation and community to attend the 1/2 day women’s retreat on     
August 13.  Be with those who are planning the retreat that it may be an inspiring and life changing 
event.   

• Bless all our members.  Keep them mindful of your gracious love and the joys of working together in 
this community.  We pray for all our members, but during August we especially pray for the following 
each week. 

• Week of August 7 – Terry, Gail, Jared, Cole, Wesley, and Trevor Oswald; Esther Paulsen; Bob 
and Kristi Pedersen. 

• Week of August 14 – Kevin, Jamayla, Brealyn, Kayden, and Deegan Pedersen; Bob Peterson; 
Rod and Pam Peterson. 

• Week of August 21 – Blake, Whitney, Kloey, Kobe, Karsen, Kora, and Kenadie Phipps; Les and 
Donna Pinz; Amy Proffitt. 

• Week of August 28 – Klaus and Priscilla Rapp; Katie and Livia Raverty; James, Maggie, and  
Scarlett Rens. 

• Help us to see the goodness of the universe you created.  Help us to be mindful of the affects 
global warming has on this fragile planet.  May we heed the importance of caring for this earth 
and all its resources.   

• Bless all who are involved in planning and helping with our Bible School this year. May it be a 
time of fun and laughter; a time of learning and caring for one another.  

• Continue to bless our weekly “Come to the Water” fellowship and worship time together at the 
Isle Park.  Bring favorable weather for the “Come to the Water…on the water” on August 10th.  

• As we prepare for our fall programming, guide all who are planning for our Faith in Action and 
confirmation programs.  Show us ways in which we can get involved in this important ministry to 
our young people. 

• Provide safe travel for all who are away from home this summer.  Help them to use this time to be 
refreshed from their busy schedules.   

 
Help our faith to grow deeper and wider so we can be there for all who need your presence in their 
lives.  AMEN 
 
 

Always remember that the voice of God is the sound of LOVE.   
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Children, please cut out and place this prayer in your prayer pillows.   
Watch for a new prayer each month.   

 
 

Children’s Prayer Time 

 

 Dear Lord,  I am happy because I know you love me and  
                                                       will always take care of me.  Amen  

God’s Grace…having an attitude of gratitude 
Everyday should give us reason to express our gratitude to God, who has made all things worth having 

in this life and the life to come.   
 

We can express our gratitude by being thankful and praising God with our physical bodies through singing, 
dancing, clapping our hands, jumping for joy, or even writing him a love note.  We can praise him with our 

hearts and minds.  We can praise him in how we interact with others through our actions and deeds.  We can 
praise him alone in our car, on the bus, at home or with other Christians.   To God, it does not matter how we 
praise him, only that we acknowledge that his goodness is worthy of our thanks and praise.  When we praise 
God, it allows us to forget about ourselves, about the problems we may have, or how poor or pitiful we think 

that we are.  That’s because our attention has shifted and is focused on the one who is being praised.   
Thank you God for your grace and your love.   

 
“Gather to Pray”  Every Wednesday  

Join with other members each Wednesday by praying from home or at Church.   
 

If you should ever need personal prayer… 
contact any prayer team member who will pray with you.    

 
 On Sunday mornings, during communion, someone from the prayer team will be avail-

able in the narthex if you should need personal prayer.   
 

Don’t forget to “Pray with your Directory.”   
Each time you pray, lift up individuals/families in the church directory.    

God knows their needs…we just need to pray for them.   
 

Prayer shawls are available in the Chapel. 
Shawls are available for you to take and give away to anyone whom you feel is in need of 

prayers.  We ask that you record in the shawl book, the date and to whom the shawl is given.  
(This helps to not deliver multiple shawls to the same individual.) 

God’s blessings and peace from:   
Ellory Christianson, Diane Gibas, Nancy Hendry, Doc Moss, Carolyn Nutt, Pam Peterson 
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Join us for Vacation Bible School  

Sunday, July 31st — Thursday, August 4th 

5:00 pm—7:30 pm 

 

(On Wednesday, August 3rd  we will start out at  

Isle City Park and join Come to the Water) 

 

Supper * Bible Stories * Music 

Crafts * Games * Fun 
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“Be Transformed” 
 

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed  
by the renewing of your mind.”  Romans 12:2 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Women’s Retreat 

at 
 Faith Lutheran Church 

 

220 East Lake Street, Isle, MN. 56342 
 

Saturday, August 13, 2022 
9 a.m. to 12 noon 

 

(Check-in starting at 8:45 a.m.) 
 
 

Opportunity for women of all ages to come together to learn and understand that to 
“Be Transformed” means following Christ in their daily lives and living it in a way 
that reflects his love in how they interact and serve others.   Focus will be on learning 
God’s word, reflecting, meditating and acting upon what God wants from their lives.  

 

 
Call the church office at 320-676-3161 to sign up!!! 
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July 3 $3,469.00 

July 10 $1,000.00 

July 17 $3,707.00 

July 24 $1,865.00 

Save your receipts from Teals 
and bring them to church.   

Teals donates 1% back to our 
Youth Group.  On average,  

we receive an annual check of  
approximately $1,000.00. 

 

Thank you, Teals! 
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August Birthdays and Anniversaries 
Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

8/03 Mike & Michele Haggberg 
8/07 Dave & Joanne Anderson 
8/08 Mark & Dhondra Haggberg 
8/08 James & Maggie Rens 
8/12 Wayne & Linda Boike 
8/15  Bryan & Diana Karels 
8/19 Tom & Marcy Anderson 
8/20 Roland & Leslie Karg 
8/21 Bill & Karla Fredrick 
8/31 Kieth & Beverly Severson 
8/28 Kevin & Melanie Slama 

Ruby’s Pantry 

The 1st Monday of each month at  
Onamia Lion’s Community Center,  

806 West Kathio St, Onamia.   
10:30—Noon … call 532-3366 for questions. 
For a $25.00 cash donation, you will receive  

an abundance of grocery items. 

Food Shelves 

Isle - Old Fire Hall, across from Post Office 
Must be resident of Isle School District 
1st Tuesday of the month 4 pm - 6 pm 

4th Tuesday of the month 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm 

8/15 Jamayla Knudson 
8/17 Phyllis Haggberg 
8/22 Nancy Rizer-Schmidt 
8/22 Madelyn Haglund 
8/23 Jon Borg 
8/23 Susan Haggberg 
8/23 Beverly Thomsen/Severson 
8/24 Bruce Richards 
8/24 Bob Peterson 
8/25 Jessica Leschak 
8/26 Wayne Boike 
8/28 Sue Borgfelt 
8/28 Michael Neumann 
8/29 David Anderson 
8/31 Janine Thielen 

Please let the office know if we have missed or  
incorrectly listed your birthday or anniversary. 

8/02 Sue Lyback 
8/03 Linda Hetland 
8/04 Elaine Norman 
8/04 Glenn Erickson 
8/05 Shawna (Borgfelt) Sertich 
8/05    Maggie (Peterson) Rens 
8/06 Eleanor Haglund 
8/06 Kendra Larson 
8/07 Ilene Boser 
8/10 Amy Proffitt 
8/11 Mark Menke 
8/12 Janette Jackson 
8/13 Chelsea Hunziker 
8/13 Diana Karels 
8/13 Pam Peterson 
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Greetings from Barb, Carolyn, and Marlene. We are the official 

schedulers for servers at Faith! 

Now that we have our new Pastor and worship is back into full 

swing, we figured we had better get busy, too! �  

Notices will go out each month, please look to see what tasks you 

have been assigned for the quarter. If by some chance you are unable 

to work on that Sunday, please help by trading with someone else on 

the list (contact numbers are in your directory). That will make our 

Sunday’s run ever so smoothly. 

It’s like a family; when we all share in the responsibilities, it makes 

life so easy! Thank you for serving. 

 

SEE NEXT PAGE for JULY Servers! 
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Scripture Readers: Acolytes:

August 7 - Carolyn Nutt August 7 - Blake Karels

August 14 - Nancy Hendry August 14 - Kobe Current

August 21 - Sandy Nies August 21 - Isaiah Borg, Hunter Lemm

August 28  - Jane Lemieux August 28  - Nevaeh Gesell

Ushers: Communion Prep Team:

August 7 - Rylan Heise August 7 - 

Larry Nutt August 14 -

August 14 - Rylan Heise August 21 - 

Mike Haggberg August 28  -

August 21 - Sandy Nies

Doug Johnson Communion Assistants:

August 28  - Larry Nutt August 7 - Ronda Bjornson

Doc Moss Mike Haggberg

August 14 - Ronda Bjornson
Greeters: Mike Haggberg

August 7 - Bev Schlief, Donna Moore August 21 - Larry Nutt

August 14 - Bev Schlief, Donna Moore Judy Crace

August 21 - Elaine Norman, Arleen Nagel August 28  - Larry Nutt

August 28  - Elaine Norman, Arleen Nagel Judy Crace

Prayer Station: Coffee Servers:

August 7 - Doc Moss August 7 - Moss & Rose Marie Nutt

August 14 - Diane Gibas August 14 - Sue Temte, Nancy Hendry

August 21 - Ellory Christianson August 21 - Judy Crace, Shari Strecker

August 28  - Diane Gibas August 28  - Diane G, Craig & Jane L

Thank You for Serving!

please find someone to take your place and let the office know as soon as possible!!

If you find that you are unable to fulfill the task on your given Sunday,

SERVERS for Worship August 2022
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Please call the office at (320) 676-3161   

or email yougotfaith@frontier.com with  
any changes in your contact information. 

Click Here for August 2022 Calendar  

 

Faith Lutheran now has online giving 

set up.  It can be accessed by going  

to www.faithisle.org or click or scan the  

following QR with your smartphone. 
 

Click this  

Church Office Hours 

Tuesday and Wednesday - 9:00am–2:00pm 
Monday, Thursday, Friday - Closed 

Church Office -  (320) 676-3161 
PO Box 71, Isle, MN 56342 
Website: www.faithisle.org 

E-mail: yougotfaith@frontier.com   

Josh Blair, Pastor (951) 575-5027 
Mark Menke, Council President (763) 447-7290 

August 2022 

ON THE WATER 

mailto:yougotfaith@frontier.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2022/8/1?tab=mc
http://www.faithisle.org
https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=x1a8uAgje-8dTfwGAicT4jfYGSQ2YUK1meeOWlRPxdl1YzobNDOqExusiAiLTuMtzwovWJeQ7OgXVAplJJqZ4Y9OLO7Dg8yDfJe-osqoHKPelRMIUQO1ws0MDmjSxQn1WlhHJzqc1yD9L-pHqPwD1g==
https://www.faithisle.org/
mailto:yougotfaith@frontier.com
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/month/2022/8/1?tab=mc

